
 

 

1 

 

9 April 2020 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Grapes, wine and cash must keep flowing along the supply-chain 
 

Cash-flow is essential to all businesses along the grape and wine supply chain, and every business needs to 

make sure they are paying on time, and in full, to clear a path for businesses to recover from the challenges 

of coronavirus, bushfires, smoke and drought.  

 

“All businesses in the wine sector are doing it tough at the moment,” said Tony Battaglene, Chief Executive 

of Australian Grape & Wine. “But, our sector is resilient. We’re all in this together, and we will get through 

these difficult times and recover strongly” said Mr Battaglene.  

 

Most grape growers, winemakers, wine industry suppliers, restaurants and distributors have noted cash-flow 

is their primary concern during the coronavirus crisis, with many facing difficult decisions relating to 

retaining staff or even staying in business.  

 

“In times like this, meeting our contractual and moral obligation to pay on time and in full is critical” said Mr 

Battaglene. “Businesses do not have the option to make a unilateral decision to introduce longer payment 

terms. If you are having cash-flow issues, pick up the phone and negotiate”.  

 

“Every link in the supply chain relies on the others to be profitable and sustainable. If payments aren’t made 

at points along the chain, we risk not only the futures of individual businesses and their employees, but the 

viability of the sector as a whole” said Mr Battaglene.  

 

Businesses that have not received payment for goods or services rendered, have a number of options 

available to them, such as those listed here by the Australian Government Department of Industry, 

Innovation and Science. Further to this, the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) may 

take an interest in anti-competitive, or unfair business practices.  

 

“Grape growers deserve to be paid by winemakers, and winemakers deserve to be paid by their distributors, 

restaurants and retailers, on time and in full” said Mr Battaglene. “Now, more than ever, we need to pull-

together and help each-other out to drive a prosperous and sustainable future for Australia’s 6,000 grape 

growers and 2,500 winemakers”.  

 

- Ends – 

  

https://www.business.gov.au/finance/managing-debt/what-to-do-when-you-havent-been-paid


 

 

 

Media Contact: Lee McLean, 0418 998 749 / lee@agw.org.au 

Available for Interview: Tony Battaglene, Chief Executive – 0413 014 807 / tony@agw.org.au

 

About Australian Grape and Wine Inc 

Australian Grape and Wine Inc is the national association of grape and wine producers. We address issues across the supply-

chain that impact on the profitability and sustainability of the sector. We lead and advocate public policy that enhances the 

ability to responsibly produce, promote and enjoy Australian wine in moderation. 

Australian Grape & Wine is recognised as a representative organisation for winegrape and wine producers under the Wine 

Australia Act 2013, and is incorporated under the SA Associations Incorporation Act 1985. We work in partnership with the 

Australian Government to develop and implement policy that is in the best interests of winegrape growers and winemakers 

across Australia. 

 


